OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 


February 25, 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR FILE 


This memo is to advise concerning the disposition of the casket 
used ° transport ae bQdy o£ pres . dent ^ p Kenned e casket 

As in hucted' th w®* 0 "' D - C - °* «“ **Y of the assassination, 
s * r the Casket was disposed of at sea in a quiet sure 

OOOO^eet^ f mannSr by an air dr ° P int ° a PP r °ximately 1500 fathoms 

at lO 00 } T ^ 38 3 °' N ’ latitUde and 72 ° ° 6 ' W. longitude 

rsun^ a a ' m ;Tf aSternStandard TimS> Friday ' F ebruary 18,^ 1 9 66 

session ofth Addltlonal written statements are in the pos- 
session of the Archivist of the United States. P 

bv rf»T Sket ? 9Uestion came “to tta possession of the United States 

tLponIi b 7 e f / 0 0n ;d°r Ph , GaWler ' S S °- directors 

F J - or the burial preparations of President Kennedy The 

Mai WaS reddi3h br ° wn ^ color with a brushed satin polish and 

the ends^ir^ 1106 ; ^ Singie Hd W&S CUrved b ° th at the sides and 

about an’inch T ° ^ tW ° b0lt clasps - Lon § fluted handles 

one of th h ° ne - half m diameter ran along both sides, with 

of the handles slightly damaged by being bent at one end. 

BMld a : ke p WaS T SiVed fr ° m Gawler ' S a t the National Archives 

1964 and !to nn T ? n n “ d 8th Street > N. ' W. , on March 1 9 , 

in tt H tlmeS thereaf ter in a specially secure vault 

was accessor ° 1 ^ ArChiveS build ^’ There the casket 

th . A , lbl ® ° nly to three to P officials of the National Archives- 

and th C aT S -* ^ AsSistant Archivist for Presidential Libraries 

was kepff„Td S ,T K7 e ° f£i , Cer ° f the Na ‘ iOI,al Archi '' es - casket 

bTO „i P dul1 blue wooden box of one-inch pine covered with 

c "asTif- Pap 6 J- I* 1 " ° nly °" tSider fitted t° tire 

Kenned WlUlam Manchester, the historian commissioned by the 

of the oLeTK 7 - ^ Whe ™ ““ ^ ™ ^ - where" some 

library are eV6ntUaUy d “‘ tod *» ‘he Kennedy 
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By letter dated February 11, 1966, the Attorney General of the 
United States rendered his opinion that the reasons for disposing 
of the casket completely outweighed the reasons, if any, that might 
exist for preserving it. Careful consideration was given to various 
means of disposition which would be at one and the same time sure, 
quiet, dignified, respectful and appropriate, and it was concluded 
that these aims would best be met by an airdrop at sea. 

A major concern in the planning of the airdrop was that the casket 
would fail to sink, particularly if it should shatter apart upon impact, 
which was considered a serious likelihood. Commander Carlisle 
A. H. Trost, a submarine officer with special training in hydraulics, 
went to the National Archives to inspect the casket and advise on the 
preparations for the drop. Following his recommendations, the 
casket was opened and three eighty-pound bags of sand were placed 
inside. The casket was then shut and bound with metal banding tape 
and replaced in the pine box, which was in turn bound with metal 
banding tape. Numerous holes were drilled in both the casket and 
the box to insure that no air pockets would develop. The total weight 
was some 660 pounds and the dimensions were 7' 2 1/2" long, 

31 1/2" wide and 27 1/2" high. 

Pickup was made at the National Archives building by Colonel Wm. A. 
Knowlton, USA, in an Air Force van with a closed back, driven by 
S/Sgt Ray R. Stilwell, AF 15436320, of the 93d Air Terminal Squadron. 
Delivery was received from Walter Robertson, Jr., Administrative 
Officer of the National Archives, and Lewis M. Robeson, Chief of 
the National Archives Handling Branch. The van proceeded directly 
to Andrews Air Force Base, and the load was placed aboard a waiting 
C-130E aircraft (No. 54960) from the 6lst Troop Carrier Squadron. 

The aircraft was commanded by Major Leo W. Tubay, USAF, FR 
42561, and co-piloted by Captain Frederick E. Clark, USAF, FV 
3066163. 

The senior loadmaster was S/Sgt Thomas E. Eagle, AF 13478093, 
who supervised the loading and the rigging of the load with two air- 
drop parachutes. The parachutes were to break the shock of impact 
upon hitting the water from 500 feet, the scheduled altitude for the 
drop. The weather was clear, with excellent visibility, and the 
ocean calm. 
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The selected point for the airdrop was as indicated on the first map 
attached hereto. This area was selected because it is away from 
regularly traveled air and shipping lines, is well out from the e ge 
of the continental shelf with a depth of some 1500 fathoms, and would 
not be subject to trawling or other sea-bottom activity. 

Take off was at 8:38 a.m. Aboard in addition to the regular crew 
was Colonel B. R. Daughtrey, Executive Assistant to the Secretary 
of the Air Force, who had made arrangements for the aircraft, an 
the undersigned. The aircraft proceeded southeast and northeast 
along the route shown on the second map attached hereto to the d.rop 
point, where the aircraft made a thorough search to determine that 
no vessels were in sight. 

The aircraft then descended to 500 feet, opened the tail hatch and 
prepared for the drop. At 10:00 a.m. EST, the rigged load was 
pushed from the plane through the tail hatch, the parachutes opened 
shortly before impact, and the entire rigged load remained intact 
and sank sharply, clearly and immediately after the soil: impact. 
Only one small plywood skipboard, on which the load rested during 
the ejection process, broke away. Included among the witnesses 
were Colonel Daughtrey, the two loadmasters (S/Sgt Eagle and AIC 
Michael E. Kelly, AF 13719923), and the undersigned. The air- 
craft circled the drop point for some 20 minutes at 500 feet altitude 
to ensure that nothing returned to the surface. The aircraft then 
proceeded directly back to Andrews Air Force Base, landing at 

11:30 a. m. 

The undersigned promptly informed Dr. Robert H. Bahmer, the 
Archivist of the United States, and Harold F. Reis, Executive 
Assistant to the Attorney General, (the designated contact points 
in GSA and Justice respectively) of the accomplishment of the 
requested mission. 


John M. Steadman 
The Special Assistant 



